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18 April - 2019 Theme: Rural Landscapes

In 1982, ICOMOS established 18 April as the International Day for Monuments and Sites. UNESCO
approved it the following year during its 22nd General Conference. Since then, 18 April has been a day
to celebrate and promote cultural heritage, and an opportunity to raise awareness about its diversity, its
relevance, how vulnerable it can be and what the needs and benefits of its conservation are. Every year,
ICOMOS proposes a theme for the celebrations and activities fo be organised by the ICOMOS National
and International Scientific Committees and by other organisations that wish to participate. In 2019, the
theme is Rural Landscapes — which is linked to the theme of the 2019 ICOMOS Scientific Symposium on Rural
heritage to take place in October in Marrakesh, Morocco

What are rural landscapes?

In the ICOMOS “Principles concerning rural landscapes as heritage”, adopted by the ICOMOS General
Assembly in 2017, rural landscapes are defined as “terrestrial and aquatic areas co-produced by human-
nature interaction used for the production of food and other renewable natural resources, via agriculture,
animal husbandry and pastoralism, fishing and aquaculture, forestry, wild food gathering, hunting, and
extraction of other resources, such as salt. Rural landscapes are multifunctional resources. At the same
time, all rural areas have cultural meanings attributed to them by people and communities: all rural areas
are landscapes.” Rural landscapes encompass an increasing accumulation of fangible and intangible
heritage which is in constant adaptation to environmental, cultural, social, political and economic
conditions. They are the most common type of continuing culfural landscape.

For centuries, even for millennia, rural landscapes have maintained a balance between human activity
and their environment. A myriad of everyday actions have in some cases resulted in moderate evolution,
and in other cases in dramatic fransformations due to changes in production methods, tfechnological
advances or economic and political changes. The resulting heritage features evidence from different
periods, constituting a rich and complex ensemble of tangible, intangible and living heritage, in which
change, transformation and evolution remain ongoing, and continue as long as the rural landscape is
alive.

For more Information:

https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/18-april-international-day-for-monuments-and-sites
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